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Join Us for Our Next Meeting!
% Via Zoom Sunday, March 15, 2026 *

12:00 (Noon) to 12:30 p.m. Pacific time is Social Time!!
12:30 p.m. Pacific time—Structured meeting with discussion & quizzing!

Please note we are continuing with the pattern of rotating meetings—with Zoom meetings occurring in odd-
numbered months and In-person meetings occurring in even-numbered months—with MOST meetings & events
occurring on the 3" Sunday of the month.

Story, Meeting Content & Events
for 2026 SOB Gatherings:

¥ We begin the 4™ year in our Canonical voyage

Says Program Chair

SOB Sunny Even
On the topic of “Crime”

in chronological order, on the topic of “Crime,”
with Sunny’s selection of three (3) stories
..FIVE, DANC, and STOC *

Mar. 15,2026 The Five Orange Pips, with your
host, VP Kashena Konecki
via Zoom

Apr. 19,2026 The Dancing Men
In-person meeting, celebrating
our scion’s 46th Anniversary,

Details on Page 4

The Stock Broker’s Clerk
via Zoom

May 17, 2026

¥ We move on in the 4™ year of our Canonical
voyage in chronological order, on the topic
“Pax Britannica and Other Countries:” #

June 21,2026 The Final Problem, with your
host, VP Kashena Konecki
In-person meeting

Reminder:

¥ March is an excellent time to choose a Canon-
ical Name (alter-ego): A person, place or thing from
Sherlockiana with which you’d like to be identified!
¥ Some rules: No one in the Club may “be”
Holmes, Watson, Moriarty or Irene Adler—ever (!),
and if the alter-ego you want is currently held by an-
other active Member, you may not use that one!
Send your choice (or questions) to Editor Terri at:

.com) who will
contact you, if
there is a conflict.

(terri@soundof

thebaskervilles
H(_\ppy St.Patrick's D..\},-

Given Sherlock Holmes’ wide-spread readership,
it's always interesting when his cases mention an
aspect of contemporary American culture. It'san
opportunity to investigate how Victorians viewed
their American cousins at the time, and make some
guesses about what was considered news-worthy
from across the Atlantic. One can also observe how
current events became absorbed, altered and
smoothed by history’s writers.

The Five Orange Pips leans on the clandestine
activities of the Ku Klux Klan, in the period of Recon-
struction up to 1887, when Watson claims the case
took place. (Arthur Conan Doyle penned the story
in 1891.) | make a point about the timeframes to
focus attention on what someone living in England
in the late 1800s might have known or thought.

When writing the story, Arthur Conan Doyle pos-
sibly referenced the 1879 edition of the American
Encyclopedia, but | was unable to find the relevant
volume in pdf. Archive.org does have the complete
1922 edition, which has a full-page entry on the
KKK, though no orange pips are mentioned. Written
(to our ears) in a sensational style, the 1922 entry
summarizes the rise of membership, its political
aims and growing influence, while downplaying the
violence and criminality and glorifying its impact on
society. “...The Klan had a very large membership; it
exerted a vast, terrifying and wholesome power.”
“...its decrees were far more potent and its powers
more dreaded than that of the...

Continued on Page 3
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Says Program Chair SOB Sunny Even... Continued from Page 2

...visible commonwealths which it either dominated or terrorized.”

The article mentions the 1871 Force Act that allowed federal authority to prosecute on the basis of civil rights
denial, but then went on to say the KKK was revived in 1916 and incorporated in Georgia in 1920, and then began to
extend its activities into the North and West. Overall, it reads more like a Wikipedia article crossed with marketing lit-
erature, than history. Though non-concurrent with Holmes/ACD, the 1922 entry is closer in time than our perspective.

You can look it up in Vol. 16 of the American Encyclopedia, 1922 at this link: https://archive.org/details/
encyclopediaamer0Olunse/page/252/mode/2up

Meanwhile, Holmes tells Openshaw-the-Junior “you are threatened by a real and imminent danger,’ and later
reads aloud an entry on the KKK (from his no-doubt complete set of the 1879 edition.) This (fictional) entry, even
more sensational than the authentic one, focuses on the criminality and outrages perpetrated, and on the hopeless
situation of anyone targeted by the secret society. It summarizes, “For some years the organization flourished in
spite of the efforts of the United States Government...Eventually, in the year 1869, the movement rather suddenly
collapsed, although there have been sporadic outbreaks...”

We will grant ACD his poetic license to dramatize the hidden events of 1869. But what is most striking when com-
paring the two articles, is the so-called fictional one synchs closer to our perspective of the KKK, than the authentic
1922 encyclopedia entry. | find it fascinating that a short story, written to entertain, and by an Englishman an ocean
and a century away, better captures what we know today. And that’s why people still read Sherlock Holmes!

“Why,” said I, glancing up at my companion, “that was
surely the bell. Who could come to-night? Some friend
of yours, perhaps?”

A Quiz on “The Five Orange Pips”
RIP: 5/1936 —5/2025

by: SOB Charlie Cook

How did Holmes respond to the question (above) in our title?

Who was the author of the sea stories Watson enjoyed?

What was the business of Ferguson and Muirhead?

What adventure did Holmes claim the World was not yet prepared for?

About which of Watson’s tale did Holmes say he could not congratulate him

for his effort? !

6. Holmes mentions nine topics listed under “V” in the good old index. Can e
you name them? ‘

7. What was on the envelope which contained the five orange pips?

8. On what date did the client’s uncle receive the pips and what was the
date of his suicide? “...he looked ver%scared and

9. Where was the client told to put the papers demanded by the secret society? ~ PuzZled an"q"etﬂﬁtotn ¢ same thing

10. Name the secret society!

11. What was the tragedy at Waterloo Bridge?

12. To whom and at what address did Holmes send his five orange pips?

vk wne

Answers may be found on Page 8

*
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Continued from Page 3

SOB Kris Hambrick’s Sherlock on Screen:
“THE ADVENTURE OF THE FIVE ORANGE PIPS”

While there are a handful of stories which have received little to no attention in the
adaptation race, “The Five Orange Pips” is the one that, | think, most deserves not to be adapted. Not be-
cause it’s particularly bad, or because nothing happens. The setup is creepy, and it’s interesting to see
Holmes fail. My reluctance to champion this story is such that | even think the ways it’s shown up in the few
shows that do mention it...probably shouldn’t have happened, either. But we’ll get to that.

This story has threads in common with “The Valley of Fear” and “A Study in Scarlet” in which violent Ameri-
can subcultures rear their heads in polite British society. But as ignorant as Conan Doyle is of actual Mormon-
ism, | think STUD’s ignorance is of a different quality than his unfamiliarity with the KKK. This, of course, is
not really his fault. Doyle was writing in 1891, and while the values and crimes of the KKK were certainly not
eradicated in American society, the actual secret organization would not see a real resurgence until 1915.

So at the time of writing, he was talking about a defunct organization, shrouded in mystery and shame. He
doesn’t fully grasp the horror of it, but neither is he aggrandizing it.

The problem | see is that in any attempt to retell this story after 1915, up to and including today when too
many see no shame in the types of activities promoted by the Klan, one runs the risk of trivializing actual hor-
ror. No adaptation can ignore that the KKK did come back, worse than ever, and it’s no longer a spooky little
tale of a toothless organization.

“But what about the pips?” you say. “That was a creepy little detail! You could just reuse it for something
else.” And some have, and | see no problem with just the mechanism of the orange seeds as a warning. It car-
ries no significance | know of beyond the type of dread that comes from making ordinary objects sinister.
What | do object to is, for instance, the tack taken by the BBC series, where they use the pips and the basic
set up to tell a story of another terrorist organization shrouded in masks...Feminists. To me, “The Abomina-
ble Bride,” by directly lifting from “The Five Orange Pips,” is making a bizarre comparison of the KKK to wom-
en’s suffrage, which is a strange stance to take from any angle you look. *

April 19 is an In-person Meeting, celebrating our scion’s 46th Anniversary

This In-Person gathering will be held at the home of David & Terri Haugen—Ilocated at:
6710—51st Street Court West, in University Place, 98467
Detailed directions to their home will be included in the April issue
Terri’s cell phone # is: 1-253-229-9417
We hope to toast Sherlock and our 46™ year of continuous
operation, to deliver our 2026 issue of Beaten’s Christmas

Annual, and to name the winner of our 2026 Footprints of
a Gigantic Hound Award.

Included will be one of our “always-free” raffles, lots of food, R
beverages and socializing...to the theme of... e 4 lLove
“We Love Sherlock. ” = Sherlockl
Also occurring will be PFL David’s short discussion on =
DANC, followed by SOB Margie Deck’s reading from the
new story she has written.

We hope everyone will contribute to our snacks table—
sweets & savories—as this is a Potluck. *
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Sherlock throughout the Year—MARCH
By: SOB Margaret Nelson

What adventures were Sherlock and Watson experiencing by
month during the year?

Some clues come out of “The Daily Sherlock Holmes: a Year of Quotes from the Case-Book
of the World’s Greatest Detective” by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, edited by Levi Stahl and Stacey Shintani.

Several stories are set in March. Perhaps the improving weather made Doyle want to write about
outdoor adventures?

% There are also more passive events like in “The Adventure of the Final Problem” (1893), when

Moriarty chides Holmes. ““You crossed my path on the 4th of January,” said he. ‘On the 23rd you incom-
moded me; by the middle of February I was seriously inconvenienced by you; at the end of March I was ab-
solutely hampered in my plans; and now, at the close of April, I find myself placed in such a position through
your continual persecution that I am in positive danger of losing my liberty. The situation is becoming an im-
possible one.”

¥ To cover all references to the month of March, Dr. Mortimer has published a March-dated medical

article, ““Do We Progress?" (Journal of Psychology, March, 1883), in “The Hound of the Baskervilles”
(1901).

¥ Other stories have more active March settings as in “A Study in Scarlet” (1887), “It was upon the 4th of
March, as I have good reason to remember, that I rose somewhat earlier than usual, and found that Sherlock
Holmes had not yet finished his breakfast.” While in “A Scandal in Bohemia” (1891) “One night—it was on
the 20th of March, 1888—I was returning from a journey to a patient (for I had now returned to civil prac-
tice), when my way led me through Baker Street. As I passed the well-
remembered door, which must always be associated in my mind with my
wooing, and with the dark incidents of the ‘Study in Scarlet,” I was seized
with a keen desire to see Holmes again, and to know how he was employing
his extraordinary powers.”

J¢ “The Five Orange Pips” (1891) uses March thusly. “One day—it was
in March, 1883—a letter with a foreign stamp lay upon the table in front of
the Colonel's plate. It was not a common thing for him to receive letters, for
his bills were all paid in ready money, and he had no friends of any sort.
‘From India!” said he, as he took it up, ‘Pondicherry post-mark!’”

& In “The Adventure of the Empty House” (1903), Ronald Adair is killed. - ]
“Yet it was upon this easy-going young aristocrat that death came in most  «as | waited, 1 lifted the unopened

strange and unexpected form between the hours of ten and eleven twenty on newspaper from the table and
the night of March 30, 1894.” glanced my eye over it. It rested
upon a heading which sent a chill
¥ From “The Adventure of Wisteria Lodge” (1908), we learn that “I find to my heart.”

it recorded in my notebook that it was a bleak and windy day towards the end

of March in the year 1892.” and in “The Adventure of the Devil’s Foot” (1910), “In March of that year Dr.
Moore Agar, of Harley Street, whose dramatic introduction to Holmes I may some day recount, gave positive
injunctions that the famous private agent would lay aside all his cases and surrender himself to complete rest

if he wished to avert an absolute breakdown,” leading to a spring trip to Cornwall for Holmes and Watson.
*
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Things to See, Buy, Do & Know!

=> SOB Bill Seil passed on the news that Robert Du-
vall died on April 15,2026 at the age of 95. During
his career he got a chance to play Dr. Watson in “The
Seven Percent Solution.” é Here is a review of the
film, “The Seven-Per-Cent Solution” (1976© Univer-
sal Pictures/Amazon Prime): “Duvall ventured across
the pond once again for director Herbert Ross’ 1976
oddity "The Seven-Per-Cent Solution," playing no less
a (fictional) Brit than Dr. John Watson opposite Nicol
Williamson (“Excalibur”) as Sherlock Holmes. Written
by future “Star Trek II: The Wrath of Kahn” director
Nicholas Meyer and based on his own novel, the film
is a fan-fiction take on Arthur Conan Doyle’s detective
duo; as Holmes’ cocaine addiction (the seven-per-cent
solution of the title) spirals out of control, he and Wat-
son travel to Vienna to seek the treatment of famed
psychotherapist Sigmund Freud (Alan Arkin). Vienna,
of course, becomes a hotbed of intrigue, with Holmes’
archenemy Professor Moriarty (Laurence Olivier) in
town to challenge both Holmes and Freud. & The film
anticipates the more action-oriented Sherlock Holmes
adaptations that would star Robert Downey, Jr. decades
later, with Holmes sword-fighting atop a speeding train
in the film's climax. Duvall ultimately doesn't have
enough to do as Watson, with the film largely stolen
by Arkins’ comedic take on Freud. é Ed. Note: From
the web: “The Academy Award-winning actor’s career
spanned eight decades, and he was best known for his
work in the films, ‘The Godfather,” ‘Apocalypse Now,’
and ‘To Kill a Mockingbird.” and “Throughout his ca-
reer, he appeared in over 90 films and continued to
work into his 90s, with a role in 2022’s The Pale Blue
Eye. He was also a director and producer.”

= SOB Ann Milam: Cat or not, she got curious one
day about her mail and how it compares to U.S.A
service—

“Instant messaging may be a relatively new invention,
but staying in touch in the 19th century wasn’t as diffi-
cult as you might expect. In Victorian England, for in-
stance, mail delivery was near-constant—up to 12
times a day in London. In 1889, the first deliveries
went out at 7:30 a.m. and the last at 7:30 p.m., with
Londoners so used to instant gratification that many
complained if a letter took more than two hours to ar-
rive. Birmingham, England, meanwhile, received the
post only six times a day—perish the thought. & This
frequency was made possible in part by legislation that
created a flat rate for postal service and introduced =

the first adhesive post-
age stamp, meaning .
people could send a let- ©
ter weighing half an
ounce or less to any des-
tination in Britain for a
penny. In the U.S., mail
carriers heeded a clause '

in Section 92 of the 1873 Postal Laws and Regu—
lations requiring them to make deliveries “as
frequently as the public convenience may re-
quire.” In most places, that meant twice a day—
a practice that ended for most residential areas in
1950, though some parts of New York City en-
joyed twice-daily mail delivery until the 1990s.

Source:https://historyfacts.com/world-history/
fact/mail-was-delivered-up-to-12-times-a-day-in
-victorian-england/, (Author Michael Nordine,
November 20, 2025)

= Kudos to HER! On January 8" at The Mysteri-
ous Bookshop in New York City, “The Arthur
Conan Doyle Society” presented the 5™ Annual
Doylean Honors in five categories. 6 SOB Margie
Deck received an award for Excellence in Sherlock-
ian Fiction for her short story collection, Sherlock
Holmes into the Fire.” & The full Honors list for
2026 can be found at https://acdsociety.com.

Ed. Note: The Mysterious Bookshop in NYC is the
domain of publisher Otto Penzler.

Continued on Page 7
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Things to See, Buy, Do & Know!

Continued from Page 6
= From Peter Blau’s Newsletter,
“Scuttlebutt from the Spermaceti Press”:

o Laurie R. King’s Knave of Diamonds (New York:
Bantam Books, 2025; 318 pp., $30.00) is the 20y,
title in her series about Mary Russell, her (now)
husband Sherlock Holmes, and her Uncle Jake...It
was Uncle Jake who gave young Mary her throw-
ing knife, and taught her how to use it; she hasn’t
heard from him in years, but now (in 1925) Jake
has returned and he involves Mary, and Sherlock, .
in a search for the Irish Crown Jewels.

o The Jeremy Brett Sherlock Holmes podcast
(““devoted to revisiting and honoring the world’s
greatest portrayal of the world’s greatest detec-
tive”), was created in Jan. 2019 by Gus and Luke
Holwerda), and (in May 2024) they presided over
Brettcon 2024: The 40™ Anniversary Celebration
in Guildford in Surrey. The podcast continues, and
it is well worth exploring. They’ve also commis- .
sioned a new run of the “Secret of Sherlock
Holmes” T-shirts, designed by Leach, and previ-
ously available only at the Wyndham Theatre dur-
ing the run of the play (1988-1989); they’re availa-
ble (while supplies last) at Etsy for $29.99. www.
etsy.com/listing/1870427276 in various colors &
sizes.

o Rob Nunn has reported that the block of rooms for
“Holmes in the Heartland” (the conference
planned by the Parallel Case of St. Louis for July =
24 to 26) is filling up quickly, and encourages early
registration. Details are available at their website at
www.shorturl.at/B3onQ.

o Registration is now open for the “And It’s Always
1895” conference planned by the Torists Interna-
tional in Chicago for October 23 to 25. Their
website is at www.anditisalways1895.org, and you
will be able to attend the annual dinner of the
Hounds of the Baskerville. (sic) .

o The 46™ annual “Saturday with Sherlock
Holmes” (Enoch Pratt Free Library in Baltimore,
Nov. 1) offered, as usual, an excellent assortment
of Sherlockian presentations. If you missed the fes-
tivities, you are welcome to watch the event on-line
at www.youtube.com/live/fpOkVVRCgk.
e “Holmes in an Hour or Two: A Sherlock Holmes .

Fan's First Sherlockian Chronology, or Create
Your Own Timeline of Sherlock Holmes's Life in

Ineffable Twaddle

in an Hour or Two, Brad Keefauver gives you a
running start at that effort, condensing the keydata
down to a workbook that will let you first try your
hand at the mystery of Sherlock Holmes's life
without constantly turning to other sources. é
You can listen to Brad talk about the book, and
much more, in an interview at the “I Hear of
Sherlock Everywhere” podcast # 309 at: https://
www.tinyurl.com/bdf2afwu

Dr. Holly Turner, Editor of the London Society’s
“District Messenger” newsletter:

“The Serpent Under” by Bonnie MacBird (HC,
$26.99). “Murder, jealousy, and deceit underscore
three interlocking mysteries as Holmes and Wat-
son take on a high profile case at Windsor Castle,
a boy drowned in the Serpentine, and a crusading
women’s rights activist who suspects a traitor in
her organisation, is as fantastic as I expected.
There are many different strands to the plot and
they all come together perfectly.”

The panels for the 2026 221B Con have been an-
nounced. There is an impressive array of topics
being covered, so everyone should be able to find
plenty to interest them. You find out more on their
website: https://www.221bcon.com/panels-1

The Conversation.com: This article presents an
interesting look at the depiction of men’s mental
health in the Canon: https://theconversation.com/
arthur-conan doyle-explored-mens-mental-health-
through his-sherlock-holmes-stories-246728

PFL David Notes:

Cascade PBS (Seattle) Passport Members Get
More: When you become a Cascade PBS Pass-
port member (by giving at least $5 a month to
KCTS ), watch all your favorite shows on demand
—from the latest dramas on Masterpiece, to docu-
mentaries on American Masters, Frontline, NO-
VA, and the Ken Burns collection.

Top 10 Sherlock Holmes Films to Add to Your
Watchlist: From classic black-and-white adven-
tures to modern action-packed blockbusters, these
movies capture Holmes’ wit and charm in unique
ways. Here are ten must-see Sherlock Holmes
films that we think deserve a spot on your watch-
list: Top 10 Sherlock Holmes Films to Add to
Your Watchlist

10 Sherlock episodes with perfect mysteries:
Very few shows on the BBC have had such inter-
national appeal from the ...

Continued on Page 8
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$25 per year brings Members the monthly
newsletter “Ineffable Twaddle™, a copy of
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group of certifiable Holmes aficionados.

Meetings are held the 3rd Sunday of each
month. Location of the meetings may vary.
Traditional events scheduled through the
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Answers To Cook’s Quiz on Page 2:
“The Five Orange Pips”

“Except yourself | have none,”

Clark Russell

Major Prendergast

“The Tankerville Club Scandal”

Four; three times by men and once by a
woman

6. John Openshaw

7. The Letters K. K. K.!

8. March/10/1883 and May/2/1883

Things to See, Buy, Do

& Know!

...outset. But something about “Sherlock” felt different when it
first made its way to air. It was bold, featured up-and-coming
stars, and was so intelligently written. It was hard to ignore the
momentum that the show was building, as each episode uncon-
ventionally played out like a mini-movie. This was the modern
Holmes fans always needed. Go to: 10 Sherlock episodes with
perfect mysteries.

Continued from Page 7

O

e Top 10 Coolest Things About Sherlock Holmes: Sherlock 9. On the sundial
Holmes endures because Arthur Conan Doyle built a character 10. The Ku Klux Klan
packed with memorable skills, habits, and lore—then generations  11. John Openshaw met his death
of readers and screen adaptations amplified the legend. From me- ~ 12. Captain James Calhoun, Bark Lone Star,

thodical crime-scene work to an ear for violin music, Holmes’s Savanah, GA AY
world blends science, street smarts, and Vlctorlan London atmos-
phere. Here are ten concrete facets of -

the detective and his universe that
have kept him fascinating for well
over a century: Top 10 Coolest Things
About Sherlock Holmes (The article
has enlarged Sidney Paget drawings.)

e Top 10 Coolest Things About Dr. ; :
Watson: A character who keeps evolving across stories, Watson
adapts from convalescent doctor to practitioner, author, and sea-
soned investigator. His voice becomes more confident, his meth-
ods more systematic, and his collaboration with Holmes more
seamless over time. Later adventures show him anticipating
Holmes’s needs, arranging resources, and taking initiative during
crises. This steady development sustains the partnership’s credi-
bility and keeps the cases feeling fresh. Go to: Top 10 Coolest
Things About Dr. Watson

A => SOB Margaret
Nelson reports this:

; Simpson’s-in-the-
" Strand is really reopen-
ing! Their promo head-
|/ line read, “Our reserva-
tion lines are open.”
Head over to this link:
marketing@jeremy
kingrestaurants.com
where you can book your reservation, see pho-
tos and read menus if you scroll through this.
You can choose seating in “The ‘Grande
Dame” of Simpson’s, the Grand Divan, or
upstairs in Romano’s. 7




